WITH FELONIOUS INTENT
what I don't know of Haydn would go on a postage-
stamp."
" So be it," said Hubert, and Palin nodded his head.
Looking back, I continually marvel at the way in
which this alliance sprang into life, and I think it did
much to teach me how very well disguised a blessing
may be. That Haydn and Harris between them
brought Palin and us together there can be no shadow
of doubt, thus forming the combination which was to
bring to ruin their hearts' desire. As I shall show,
without Palin we must have failed: but, thanks to
Haydn, Palin was at a loose end, and, thanks to Harris,
we walked to his very door,
" And now/' said Palin, " your corruption must be
put off. You'll be glad of the loan of my razor and
other things."
With that, he called the hostess and bade her
prepare two bedrooms and see that water was heated
for us to bathe," for these young men," he said gravely,
ic are scarcely less noble than I and must be accorded
the highest comfort and honour your wit can devise."
Then he sent for Stiven and told him to go to his room
and take for our use whatever he thought we should
need.
Before we could thank him—
" And now for my story," he said. " At least, not
so much my story as how I come to be here. I'll give
you that incident with a thumb-nail sketch of Haydn.
Your water ought to be hot by the time I've done/'
He took his seat on a table and lighted a cigarette.
" Nine months ago I came to this part of the world.
To be precise, I came to Haydn—a vast estate, from
which, of course, the family took its name. I was
engaged as tutor to the Count of Haydn's only son.
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